《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 1 Thessalonians》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS.
THESSALONICA was the ancient metropolis of Macedonia, and formerly one of the finest cities of Greece. It is now called Saloniki, situate in the gulph of Thermacai, once the capital of the Roman province. It still retains much of its ancient glory, and is little inferior to Naples in Italy. Paul and Silas, called Silvanus, à la Romain, being driven away from Philippi, first preached in this city, as stated in Acts 17:1-9.

This epistle claims notice and esteem from its internal excellencies, because it makes the basis of religion to consist in devotion, without which all other excellencies are unavailing. It illuminates our faith, it confirms our hope, and fortifies us with arguments of perseverance, and assurance of victory in our warfare.

The parts of this epistle are three. First, the inscription, and the usual benedictions. Secondly, the doctrines, exhortations, and moral obligations of the gospel. Thirdly, the concluding admonitions towards the close of the last chapter, resolving religion to prayer for entire sanctification.

Both Chrysostom and Theodoret name it, as the first of Paul’s epistles, which is said to be written twenty years after the ascension of our Saviour; but Usher fixes the time eight years later. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-10
1 Thessalonians 1:1. Paul and Silvanus. The latter is so denominated in other passages of scripture, that being the name by which he was known to the gentiles. 2 Corinthians 1:19, 2 Thessalonians 1:1. By another apostle he is honourably distinguished as “a faithful brother.” 1 Peter 5:12. The name of Silvanus appears in the Vulgate bible, but Jerome, when writing against the Pelagians, calls him Silas, his Hebraical name. He probably was equal to Paul in years, being reputed one of the seventy disciples. Silas was at Iconium before the arrival of Paul. Acts 15:34; Acts 15:40.

Timotheus, to whom the Holy Ghost was given by the imposition of Paul’s hands, is also joined with the name of Paul, being both holy men, and divinely inspired. Silas, first named in Acts 15:22, is described as one of the chief men among the brethren in Judea. See also on Acts 16:1-3.

Paul addresses this epistle to the church of the Thessalonians; but he afterwards varies his form, and calls the churches, brethren, and saints, and beloved of God, and sanctified, and the faithful in Christ Jesus. — He opens the epistle by effusions of his soul, in grace, and peace from God our Father; by which we understand all the love of God in Christ Jesus, and the whole plenitude of benediction flowing through him as the fountain of life, in ceaseless streams of peace and joy. The soul of Paul, full of grace, bursts at once in all these happy forms of words, to console and edify the flock.

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3. We give thanks to God always for you all. None of the churches gave the apostle greater joy than those in Thessalonica and Macedonia. Their number being great, and their work of faith abundant in all the forms of charity; their labour of love, seeking the souls of men, not surpassed even in Jerusalem; and their patience of hope, sustaining the outrages of wicked and unreasonable men, made them lovely even in the sight of God the Father.

1 Thessalonians 1:4. Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God, by all these full proofs of your regeneration. The jews have now nothing to boast over you, concerning the peculiar grace of Abraham’s covenant, for you were equally included in the promise, that all the gentile nations of the earth should be blessed in Christ, the promised Seed, the Son, the Lord of all. In conformity to all the promises made to the gentiles, you have been called with a high and holy calling.

1 Thessalonians 1:5. Our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power. The arguments were demonstrative, the unction was divine. How should it be otherwise. Hoary idolatry was enrooted in their hearts, a religion which suited their passions, and often by its feasts, urged them to the foulest of crimes. The priests in all their temples roused the people to avenge the insults offered to their gods; and the jews, more inveterate still, persisted in pursuing the apostles with violence and outrage. How should so great a work be wrought by a few strangers, without money and without friends, unless seals and tokens of the divine presence had attended their ministry. The success was without example; the word of the Lord had free course; it ran, and was glorified.

The gospel came to them in the Holy Ghost, who in his divine subsistence or person illuminated the mind, warmed the heart, and perfected the conversion of sinners to God. He came with all the glory and power promised by the prophets.

The gospel also came to them in much assurance; yea, with the full assurance of faith, and full assurance of hope, as is the association of the word in Hebrews 6:11; Hebrews 10:22. The gospel, like a torrent obstructed by a bank, broke down all opposition. It opened the ancient scriptures in a luminous manner. It was made the power of God unto salvation, to every one that believed. They at once turned from dumb idols to serve the living and the true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven.

1 Thessalonians 1:6. Ye became followers of us, and [imitators] of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction. This storm of persecution, though nowhere recorded, it would seem, was severe, and commentators generally infer from chap. 1 Thessalonians 4:13, that some of the brethren had been massacred or martyred; yet they had sustained the tempest, and suffered with joy. The piety which allured them to follow the Lamb, enabled them to suffer for his sake.

1 Thessalonians 1:7-8. So that ye were ensamples, and models, to all — from you sounded out the word of the Lord, like the trumpet of jubilee, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. While Paul was at Corinth his expansive soul could not be confined within the walls of a city, he had made excursions into Achaia. In these later times we have not adequate ideas of the glory of the gospel in its early progress. Men by multitudes embraced the faith, and the word ran like fire among the stubble.

1 Thessalonians 1:9. Ye turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true God. The antithesis enlivens the expression, idols made with hands contrasted with the living God. Zanchius, a Swiss divine, here quotes Tacitus, who affirms that the gods, such as the local Jupiters, Neptune and others, could not create and endow the living beings of the earth with life. The learned among the gentiles certainly derived much light, either from the sibyls, or from the holy scriptures, translated by the LXX, and carried everywhere by the jews in their dispersion among all nations.

1 Thessalonians 1:10. To wait for his Son from heaven. Sweet hope, the aggregate of every other hope. Then the tempests shall roar no more: we shall see him who died and rose again, who will redeem us from death, and deliver us from the wrath to come.

REFLECTIONS.
The holy apostles join here in many places with Paul, giving thanks to God for the riches of grace conferred on the saints, in begetting them again to a lively hope by the resurrection of Christ from the dead. What grace, what love, what honour is consequent upon conversion! Heaven withholds no joy in the day of our espousals.

The piety of the Thessalonians, and of the younger churches of Macedonia, was distinguished by three characteristics. Their faith, simple, pure, and lively: doubts and fears were to them unknown. They believed the gospel, because they had felt its power, and enjoyed its comfort and support. And being assured of these, they believed every other promise of the Lord, as little children believe their father’s words. They know that a father will neither lie nor deceive them.

The piety of those Grecians was equally distinguished by the labour of love. Being enlightened and happy themselves, they sought to make others happy, to pluck them as brands from the burning, and save them from the darkness of the age. Their labours of love extended to the outward necessities of men, being themselves often opulent, and some of them noble; for love makes all one. Their patience, and all their passive graces in the time of trial, shone with a lustre equal to their active virtues. They wept for the loss of their brethren, but they fainted not when called to drink of their Saviour’s cup. If their sufferings abounded for Christ, their consolations abounded also by Christ.

Seeing the arm of the Lord revealed in the conversion of multitudes, and in defiance of earth and hell, a work incredible, and beyond the stretch of conjecture, tended so much the more to encrease and confirm their faith. What, a crucified Redeemer preached to the gentiles, believed on in the world; temples forsaken, demons despised, and churches rise; a nation born in a day, and almost without human aid! Surely, this must be the finger of God. It must be the developement of God’s electing love, of his purposes and promises from the foundation of the world, to make the gentiles fellow-heirs with the jews of the grace of the gospel. Displays of grace and mercy so divine must be the surest pledge of the promises of the Saviour’s second advent, which shall equally be fulfilled, and with more abundant manifestations of his glory. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-20
Verse. 1-3. Ye know our entrance into Thessalonica — our exhortation was not of deceit, or error to lead astray the simple, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile, as is the character of the judaizing teachers who sought to destroy us. The apostle’s language here is similar to that in 2 Corinthians 4:1-2, and the case was similar. In both those great cities the jews were strong, and the proselytes numerous. He had therefore to contend with demons transformed into angels of light, whom he calls pleasers of men, and covetous.

1 Thessalonians 2:4-6. We were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, and made the stewards of celestial riches. He often notices the distinguishing grace of God which counted him faithful, and put him into the ministry. Let all true ministers often revolve the same thought, that they may shun the sins of judaizing teachers, and speak as in the sight of God. — We sought not glory of men when we might have been, εν βαρει ειναι, chargeable, or as the Syriac, honourable, as the ambassadors of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 2:7. But we were gentle among you; επιοι, mites, meek, full of parental affection, even as a nurse or mother, who nourishes her children. So likewise ought we to love the souls gathered under our ministry, and committed to our care. Paul fed the Corinthians with milk, till they could bear stronger food.

1 Thessalonians 2:9. Labouring day and night, because we would not be chargeable to any of you. The manual labour of Paul and of Barnabas, was an exempt case. The fishermen could not make tents. To this instance of holy emulation and triumph over the jews, and the false apostles, the apostle often appeals. He knew that the first charge of those men would be, that Paul preached for gain. He therefore, at first, having no churches to support him, covered his ministry with garments of purity, and disinterested love. But his manual labours were local and occasional only, for he made frequent excursions to distant places. See more on Acts 20:33-34. 2 Corinthians 12:13.

1 Thessalonians 2:14. The churches of God in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus. This reference denotes that the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which was in Jerusalem, and in Judea, was regarded in all the primitive ages as the mother and model of all the rest. They were the firstfruits of the apostolic ministry, adorned with grace and truth, and with all the higher endowments of the Holy Ghost. This church had seen the Lord, and knew the truth, and was to others what paradise once was to this desolated earth. From her the gospel law shone out to illuminate the world, from her we receive the model of every active and suffering virtue, from her we receive chiefly the more private rules and advices for the regulation of our conduct, and the discharge of relative duties; rules repeatedly referred to in Paul’s epistles, as existing in all the churches. Such also is the proverb, Keep your rules, and your rules will keep you.

1 Thessalonians 2:18. We would have come to you — once and again, but Satan hindered us, by a succession of troubles and persecutions raised by the jews, stirring up the gentiles to oppress and afflict us in all places, so that in some instances we despaired even of life. Here Satan, the grand adversary, is represented as heading all opposition to the spread of the gospel. On the other hand, Christ has said, Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world.

REFLECTIONS.
Paul here speaks like himself. He reviews his labours of purity and love so as to induce the saints the more to love the gospel. It was preached among them by men not intimidated by the barbarous treatment they had recently received at Philippi. And the conduct of Paul, and the brethren, became the more illustrious by a contrast with the lives of their persecutors.

Having a pattern so pure and lovely, let us not shrink from the contest, for the portrait of St. Paul is the grand model to be ever kept before the eyes of all christian ministers. And if once the people know us as true pastors of the flock, they will never leave us in the day of trouble, unless for the moment some cloud of error overspread them in the dark and stormy day. Therefore, let all the ministers of Christ be clothed with gentleness like our apostle, and faint not, though the enemy, like the jewish council, should forbid us to speak the harsher truths of God. And what else can we preach, when all the milder means have failed of effect? Let us be willing to burn out the candle of life illuminating the world, or if in extreme cases such be the will of God, even to offer up life itself, attesting the word of truth.

Let us also pray that in such labours and arduous conflicts we may see revivals of religion, and gather handfuls of the harvest, not to say sheaves, and multitudes to the Lord, as in the first planting of christianity. Then rejoicing with the joy of harvest, we shall say in death, “I have not run, I have not laboured in vain.”

But let us pray for a wise and discerning spirit, to distinguish the commandments of men from the doctrines of God our Saviour. And how much soever Satan may for a time hinder our progress, the overruling providence of God will make bonds and affliction promote and further the work of grace among the people. Let us ever pray for the flock from whom we may be separated, for we shall meet again. They are our crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-13
1 Thessalonians 3:1-2. Wherefore, when we could no longer forbear, seeing you were so oppressed with persecutions, we sent Timothy, and preferred being left agone without a fellow-labourer at Athens. Here was love, paternal love to the saints at Thessalonica. To be left alone in so great a work, and in so learned and celebrated a city as Athens, exposed to contempt and laughter in the schools, the malice of the jews, and the ravings of the populace, not to name the heathen priests, was a sacrifice like parting with a right hand, in losing Timothy. Paul would rather suffer the privation of a brother so dear, and ever faithful in the work of the Lord, than that the Thessalonians should think that he had forgotten them in the day of trouble.

1 Thessalonians 3:6-9. But now when Timotheous came from you to us, and brought us good tidings of your faith and love, our souls were drawn out in thanksgiving to God, who has kept you in the evil day, the day of which we fully apprised you; for it is the pleasure of the Lord that we should suffer for his sake. He immolates in martyrdom the choicest rams of his flock, that the dark and misguided crowds in the amphitheatres may see the glory and power of our religion, alike invincible by the smiles and frowns of men. Thus, brethren, we live, if you live; we rejoice, if you rejoice. You are as our own bowels, to live and to die in the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Thessalonians 3:13. Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face. Amid the cloud of excellencies in St. Paul, there are two which are very conspicuous. The one, to see “multitudes” converted; and the other, to take daily care of all the churches. He was equally a praying man, and a vigilant man; for his soul was in the work of the Lord. He grieved not at any sufferings, if the end might be answered in their victory in so great a fight with wicked and unreasonable men; and as he could not go, he prayed the Lord to supply all defects of his absence, and hasten the hour when he might again comfort his suffering children, some of whom, as is allowed, having suffered martyrdom in the contest.

He prays that their hearts might be established in love one towards another, and towards all men, for revenge would only double the evils, and that their upright and unblamable conduct might conciliate the good opinion of the public, and convince them that heaven, and righteousness, and truth dwell in the church of God. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-18
1 Thessalonians 4:1-2. We beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us the moral maxims of life and conduct, not only in word but also in writing, how ye ought to walk, and to please God, see that ye keep them with conscientious regards; for we received those principles not only from the law and the prophets, but also from the Lord Jesus. Such a christian conduct is requisite to satisfy every man’s own mind of his regeneration; it is also required of the church, and expected of the world, otherwise you will be despised. A single stain of concupiscence after baptism, and a holy profession, cannot be wiped away.

1 Thessalonians 4:3. This is the will of God, even your sanctification. The two principal words, αγιωσυνη unearthly, 2 Corinthians 7:1; and οσιοτης, John 17:17, sanctify them through thy truth, are equivalent to purity, piety, religion. Both those words in the LXX are illustrative of the Hebrew, קדשׁ kadesh and kadaish, prepared, separated, or sanctified. It is applied to persons, and vessels, sprinkled with blood, and separated from common use for the service of the sanctuary; and also to the Israelites, as a holy nation. The apostles bring forward those words to instruct the christian church in all the glory and beauty of holiness, to which they are called in Christ Jesus. Be ye holy, as he that hath called you is holy.

Abstain from fornication. This is repeated from 1 Corinthians 6:18, where comments occur.

1 Thessalonians 4:4-5. Every one of you should know how to possess his vessel, his body, here called a vessel, in sanctification and honour: not in the lust of concupiscence. This language would seem strange now, in any pastoral letter to a christian church; but the state of morals among the gentiles that knew not God, rendered it necessary. In England we wink at certain haunts of infamy. In Paris, and in Amsterdam, they license certain dancing houses; but in opulent Corinth, a thousand women were kept adjacent to the temple of Diana. Certainly, we are yet in a better state than the heathen world. But at the same time those magistrates, like the heathen without God in the world, are not aware that indictments are already preferred against them for thousands of slow and painful murders, by suffering open prostitution to exist. 

1 Thessalonians 4:6-8. That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter — for God hath not called us to uncleanness, but to holiness. Daniel Heinsius quotes here the case of David, and recites the parable of Nathan, a sad case of defrauding his neighbour. But the word applies as well to the concupiscence of money, to frauds in trade, and obtaining goods under false pretences. No man ought to waste his neighbour’s goods. If success be denied him in trade, he ought to stop when he can offer his creditors something decent, and not to go on robbing his relatives and friends to the last shilling, till the foulest acts of shame overtake him all at once. Then the odium falls on religion.

1 Thessalonians 4:13. I would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep. Why does the apostle speak of the death of these saints, and of the depths of sorrow which afflicted the church under their loss? Why does he speak of the most tremendous judgments of the Lord on those who had troubled them, and of punishing them with everlasting destruction? And why was Timothy so specially sent away from his work to know their affairs, and to comfort them? Though history be silent, yet there is but one conclusion, that the jews, the fountains of persecution, as Tertullian says, had excited the magistrates, or the tumult, to put some of the church to death.

1 Thessalonians 4:14. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. Death is uniformly in the hebrew and christian scriptures regarded as a sleep; but the dead who sleep in the dust, says the prophet, shall awake. Daniel 12:1-2. Our Saviour enjoyed a short repose after the agonies of death, and put on immortality as a garment; and if the head arose, the members shall follow. This is our hope: Christ is the firstfruits of them that slept. If the gentiles by idolatry have lost this hope, it assuredly was revealed in the patriarchal covenants. Eternal life was revealed in the law, however denied by the sadducees, and now it is a special subject of revelation to the church, by the ministry of St. Paul.

1 Thessalonians 4:15. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain to the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them which are asleep. They shall not take precedence, or have any advantages superior to what those shall enjoy who slept in the dust. This acceptation of the word “prevent” is happy, though less used now. “Prevent us, oh Lord, in all our doings.” The Lord prevented, or went before St. Paul to Rome; or if we might be allowed to say so, he got there before him, and so arranged that Paul should not be sent to the common prison. Providence likewise so ordered it, that his bonds should turn out for the furtherance of the gospel.

But did St. Paul, and the saints at Thessalonica, expect to live till Christ came on the clouds of heaven? I answer, no: the time is indefinite. It is a form of speech justified by the coming of the Lord as a thief in the night. Add to this the day of his coming to burn Jerusalem was near at hand. Paul was a prophet; he foretold the falling away in the church, and the revelation of the man of sin in the temple of God. He foretold the call and conversion of the jews, and the salvation of Israel; in a word, he foretold his own martyrdom. St. Peter, in like manner, spake of the longsuffering of God, and said, a day with the Lord is as a thousand years, proofs indubitable that our christian prophets were divinely inspired. — It was wise to speak of those things as near, for we are in crowds rushing into eternity. We already hear the martial trumpet sound to awake the dead, that every one may appear in his own order, to meet the Lord in the air, and rejoice for ever in his presence.

1 Thessalonians 4:16. The dead in Christ shall rise first. The apostle is not here speaking of any precedence which the saints are to have in the resurrection over the rest of the dead, but of the resurrection of the righteous dead, as opposed to living saints, who shall receive their summons to meet the Lord at his coming. The apostle assures the Thessalonians, who had some doubts on this point, that “they who are alive and remain to the coming of the Lord shall not prevent,” or have precedence of, “them that are asleep.” On the contrary, “the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them.” He is plainly speaking, not of the dead in Christ, as distinguished from those who are not in Christ; but of the dead in Christ, as distinguished from the living.

1 Thessalonians 4:18. Wherefore comfort one another with these words, the only words which can console us under bereavements of our own flesh. Such is the wisdom of God, that death shall repair his own breaches, and restore more than he has taken away.

REFLECTIONS.
How unspeakably valuable is revelation. Seeing we are passing away from this world, it uplifts the curtains of the world to which we are hasting. St. Paul says, he would not have believers ignorant of a future state, and the happiness of separate spirits. He would have the eyes of their understanding opened, to know what was the hope of their calling, and the glory which awaits them at the resurrection of the just, the nuptial joys of the church when the bridegroom shall return.

This hope of a glorious resurrection is peculiarly consolatory to the mind under the loss of relatives, and all the sufferings of the present life. Thy brother, said the Lord to Martha, shall rise again. What then are these light afflictions, compared with an eternal weight of glory? And the time is near, the day is at hand. And though men may kill the body, the hope laid up for us in heaven is above the wrath of man, and the power of the grave.

The hope is enhanced and made perfect by the superior intercourse and the felicity we shall enjoy in the society of those so dear to us, while sojourning upon earth. Oh what intelligence shall there expand the soul! And it is likely that new powers will open, which could not bloom to perfection in these cold regions of sorrow and death. Oh what beautiful and glorious bodies will they receive, when all infirmity shall be left in the tomb. Their grandeur, though in a humble degree, shall then be like that of the blessed Saviour. Let us therefore put on the Lord Jesus in all his sanctifying glory, that on hearing the first sound of the trumpet we may rebound among the countless myriads, and worship at his feet. Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-28
1 Thessalonians 5:1-2. Of the times and seasons, ye have no need that I write to you. Paul as a prophet might have said much concerning the dispensations of providence which should attend the church, but it is best to wait till the Lord shall open the sealed book. The seasons, or opportunities to correct the wicked, and reveal righteousness to the saints, are divided here, and given in the plural number, for heaven will meet the multifarious states and wants of the church with a superabundance of grace and mercy.

1 Thessalonians 5:4-5. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness — ye are all the children of light. Happy Zion: (by light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. The church is awake to behold the whole scheme of providence developing the goodness of God to his people. He sits calm in the heavens, and makes the persecution of the church, and Stephen’s martyrdom, to fill the Roman world with the gospel. He brings blood on the jews to avenge the innocent blood of his saints; he brings the Roman lions to his bar, even in this world, for the havoc they had made of his flock.

1 Thessalonians 5:8. Let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith, in a faithful God, who will show strength with his arm. We need not wish ill to our enemies, for their sins will find them out, and will superinduce on themselves a plenitude of evils. Let our confidence be associated with love, which is put here for all the other graces. Let us also exercise goodwill towards all men, and rejoice in the Lord, for the victory is already ours.

1 Thessalonians 5:9. God hath not appointed us to wrath, for that awaits the impenitent, but to obtain salvation, the great and final salvation, which is now nearer than when we first believed. This salvation is obtained for us by our Lord Jesus Christ, to redeem us from all iniquity, that whether we sleep or wake we may be the Lord’s.

1 Thessalonians 5:12. We beseech you, brethren, to know them that labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you, for they watch for your souls as those that must give an account. Hebrews 13:17. This exhortation is chiefly founded on three considerations. 

(1) Ministers labour in the word and doctrine, and turn the wilds and wastes of the world into a beautiful garden; and the workman is worthy of his meat.

(2) They are over you: προισταμενους, they stand before you in the Lord, as the ancient priests stood before the altar, praying for the people. They also walk before the flock, like the shepherd, to lead and guide them into green pastures. They keep up a good understanding and pure affection among the people: without them, thorns and briars would again spring up. Their work is not that of lordly domination, but of pastoral care.

(3) They admonish you in the Lord. They visit your families, and quench the kindling strife; they reclaim you from error, and bring you back to the paths of piety and peace. Can money buy such pastors, or jewels avail for their loss?

1 Thessalonians 5:13. Esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. While a good man is providing for his household, he should sometimes cast a glance on his minister, and make an estimate on the state and wants of his family. From the combined efforts of the people, he also should have food and raiment. If he be a studious man, perhaps he suffers for want of books, which he can neither borrow nor buy. His acquisitions will amply repay his auditory with effusions of wisdom and knowledge, and his productions will delight a future age.

1 Thessalonians 5:15. See that none render evil for evil. This admonition is repeated from Romans 12:17; and is often inculcated in the scriptures. Proverbs 17:13. Matthew 5:39. To return evil for evil is the work of Satan, and doubly exasperates the first offender: it is indeed a total breach of the laws of charity and goodwill towards our neighbour.

1 Thessalonians 5:16. Rejoice evermore. Though storms of persecution have overtaken you, they shall work together for good, in the encrease and advancement of the saints.

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18. Pray without ceasing, for the throne of grace is always accessible, and our wants and necessities never cease. The Lord will lend an attentive ear to the prayers of saints, and the unceasing worship of the church. Then prayer shall rise to praise; for the answers of prayer constrain us to give thanks to God, the giver of every good. This also is your Father’s good pleasure, who being always blessed and happy in himself, would have all his children to be happy too.

1 Thessalonians 5:19. Quench not the Spirit, who was given with symbols of flame to the apostles and brethren, with gifts and powers from above; and as this flame still burns in the exercise of those gifts, he must not be quenched. As the cloud of fire guided the ancient Hebrews, so the Holy Spirit guides the infant church. He bade Philip go to the desert, and join himself to the chariot of the noble Eunuch. Acts 8:26. It was the Spirit also who suffered not Paul and his friends to go into Bithynia, the Lord having more pressing occasions in other places. Let us obey his motions in our hearts for piety and devotion, and let us improve all occasions of edifying our neighbour.

1 Thessalonians 5:20. Despise not prophesyings, in young men, in their first efforts of prayer and exhortation.

1 Thessalonians 5:21. Prove all things. Perhaps much good may attend a word of weakness, while the splendid orator has but little fruit.

1 Thessalonians 5:23. The very God of peace sanctify you wholly. By habitual exercises of piety you will enter into a state of entire sanctification, such as inconstant christians do not enjoy. You will be enabled to give your whole selves to the Lord, and to love him with all the powers of your soul. Then in all your acts of prayer and praise, the Spirit of glory and of grace will rest upon you, and the whole deity will make his abode with you.

I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless. A similar expression occurs in Hebrews 4:12, where the word of truth, like the sacrificial knife which cuts up the victims, divides asunder the soul and spirit. When Moses commands us to love the Lord with all our heart and mind and strength, he apparently preserves the same ideas. We have also a similar distinction in the Platonic philosophy: σωμα, the body, ψυχη, the soul, and πνευμα, the spirit. Of the soul, as some understand it here, a poet says, on surveying the corpse of a saint, 

Extinct is the animal flame, And passion is vanished away.
Gregory Nyssen interprets the word spirit of the rational faculties, and the soul of the sensitive ones, or the passions and appetites of our nature. Theophylact, by spirit, understands the work of the Spirit, or the hidden man of the heart; and by soul and body, the whole man. Those who espouse the former opinion, take the term body in a large sense, as including the affections. The word soul, in Genesis 23:8, is rendered will by the Chaldaic. The terms, soul and spirit, are often used as synonimous, as in Isaiah 26:9.

The apostle closes this epistle with prayers and supplications for the same blessings on the Thessalonian saints as in his other epistles. His soul was paternal, overflowing with love to a ruined world, and benedictions on the churches. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.
REFLECTIONS.
On a review of this chapter, and indeed of the whole epistle, we find it full of wisdom, rich in thought, and glorious in expression. The apostle pours upon every subject a flood of celestial light, and comforts believers in the Lord. Above all, he brightens their hopes with the assurance of a full redress of all their wrongs at the coming of the Saviour, in the day which is the joy of his saints, and the terror of all his foes. The sentiments flow from the fulness of his soul, and the abundant effusions of the Holy Spirit. We should read and study them so as to get them transcribed on our hearts, that we may habitually practise them in all the walks of life. They are so many sure way-marks, that we err not in this waste howling wilderness, but direct our course with a steadfast heart, following in the ancient way.

Love to ministers is introduced with entreaty: I beseech you, brethren. No church can possibly be happy, and prosper, which does not discover a proper degree of honour and affection to its ministers, provided they be the true ministers of Christ in temper and conduct, and endeavour to merit that affection and esteem.

Grace must be kept in constant exercise. Rejoice evermore, yea in tribulation also, as it works for good. Pray without ceasing: no man that is not eminent for prayer can be eminent for piety. In every thing give thanks. Who then said that the christian religion was gloomy, and fit only for persons of dejected mind? What is so divine, what is so noble, and what so like the devotion of heaven as all these exercises of piety well-timed, and associated in the habits of life. They only know their worth whose hearts delight in the duties to which they are called. St. Paul after saying so many good things, resolves the completion of religion into universal holiness. He prays, as in Ephesians 3:14, for the entire sanctification of the saints, their being made ready and prepared to meet the Lord at his coming. This implies the entire reign of grace in the heart and life, after being cleansed from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit. It also implies that God is the sole agent and efficient cause of our sanctification. Our work is to pray for it, and to plead the promises. God is not only faithful to perform his word in our calling, but he will preserve the sincere soul blameless to the coming of Christ; its involuntary defects shall have a constant atonement, accompanied with peace and joy. Oh happy state of glorious liberty: who would not long for perfection? Who would not press forward to obtain it, and expect it instantaneously, by the effectual working of his power. Let us not remain in the skirts of that glory, but pray the Lord that we may fully enter in. Amen. 

